192                                   WITH LORD MAYO

I had strongly urged upon the Government the desirability
of constructing these branch lines, and the Chambers of
Commerce and the Berar authorities had manfully supported
my proposals. At Simlah I had been unable to get these
projects through the Secretariat, and had been obliged to
content myself with the success of some half a dozen minor
schemes. But with a new Viceroy who, in his published
utterances before leaving England, had expressed his readi-
ness to give early attention to the requirements of the trade,
1 returned to the charge. During a pleasant visit my wife
and I were making at Bombay to Lord Napier of Magdala
daring the spring of 1869, I learnt that Lord Mayo desired
that I should proceed at once to Umballa and join there
the Viceregal camp assembled to receive the Amir of Afghan-
istan. The Khangaon and some other schemes, I was told,
would be considered by the Viceroy in personal consultation
with myself. These orders naturally gave me the greatest
satisfaction. Not only would I thus have an opportunity
of seeing the new Viceroy, and personally urging my
schemes, but this durbar was an important political event,
at which it was a privilege to be present. Moreover, there
I should be with Sir Henry Durand and Temple, who as
Members of the Viceregal Council attended the ceremonies,
and I should meet there old friends collected from many
parts of India, The prospect, then, was in every way pleasing.
Now came a repetition of the journey across the Sauthpoorahs
to Jubbulpore, and thence on to the head of the approaching
railway, which, steadily working its way through the interven-
ing native States, was making fair progress in its work of
rescue, which was to bring civilisation within reach of us.
Early in March 1869 I found myself in the busy Viceregal
camp, which had been arranged with full oriental splendour,
so as to receive the Ruler of Afghanistan with all the pomp

ceremony befitting his high rank,

Oa the day of my arrival I was informed that the Viceroy
receive me the next forenoon.   I went to my audience

'ititfaott some misgiving.   I was1 anxious to 'Satisfy the